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  University of the Sciences @ Convention 
Here is a view of USP’s website highlighting their activities. For more information, visit 

https://www.usciences.edu/blog/noteworthy/posts/students-faculty-alumni-attend-new-jersey-
pharmacists-association-annual-meeting-and-convention.html 

University of the Sciences, Philadelphia College of Pharmacy students, faculty, and alumni made a big 
splash in Atlantic City at the 147th Annual Meeting and Convention of the New Jersey Pharmacists 

Association held at Harrah’s Casino and Conference Center, October 13 to 15, 2017.  A team of four 
doctor of pharmacy students including Kathryn Sesuca PharmD’21, Monica Nguyen PharmD’21, Karminna 
Ezpeleta PharmD’22, and Marquis Williams PharmD21’, participated in a Self-Care Competition.  Aakash 

Gandi PharmD’17, who works for CVS Pharmacy, participated as a judge at the competition.  

 

The faculty advisor for the NJPhA student group, Grace Earl BS’86 PharmD’92, Associate Professor of 
Clinical Pharmacy, was also a member of the Convention Planning Committee and Student Practitioner 

Committee.  At the conference, George Downs, Dean Emeritus, and Daniel Ventricelli, PharmD, Assistant 
Professor of Clinical Pharmacy, gave a presentation on “Turning the Tides: the Expanded Access to 

Naloxone.” The pair addressed the importance of understanding substance-use disorders and encouraged 
pharmacists to ask patients if they need help, refer them to healthcare professionals and rehabilitation 

programs, and assess and evaluate their response to treatment.  The presentation generated a lot of 
interest and questions from the audience. 

 

    
continued on next page…. 

https://www.usciences.edu/blog/noteworthy/posts/students-faculty-alumni-attend-new-jersey-pharmacists-association-annual-meeting-and-convention.html
https://www.usciences.edu/blog/noteworthy/posts/students-faculty-alumni-attend-new-jersey-pharmacists-association-annual-meeting-and-convention.html
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………. continued from previous page 

The theme of the convention was “Stand Up, 
Speak Out.”  Dan Hussar P’62, MS’64, 
PhD’67, the Remington Professor of 
Pharmacy and author of the Pharmacist 
Activist Newsletter, delivered the opening 
session on “Advocacy for Pharmacy.”  
Carmela Silvestri—PharmD, CCP, FASCP, 
NJPhA President-elect, and 2017 Convention 
Chair introduced him. 

Steve Zlotnick P’77, PharmD, CCP, adjunct 
clinical professor, received the Frederick B. 
Kilmer award, started by an innovator in the 
pharmaceutical industry, which recognizes a 
pharmacist for excellence in writing.  

Several alumni attended, including Steve 
Chang P’78, Michael Barnett PharmD’07, 
Lindsay Shehwen-Haimowitz PharmD’09, and 
Kristine Cigna PharmD’10. 
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Chapter Update 
By Adeline Cruz, Pharm.D. Candidate 

 
The NJPhA Temple University School of Pharmacy Chapter kicked off Summer 2017 by 

hosting a Blood Pressure Screening and Health Education event for Gloucester Township Day 
at Veteran’s Park, Clementon, NJ. We were able to reach hundreds of people in the Community 
by increasing health awareness. Poster topics presented were high blood pressure, sunscreen 
safety, diabetes, and “What Pharmacists Can Do for You.” 
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During fall semester, NJPhA-Temple Chapter promoted our fantastic organization at the 

Temple University School of Pharmacy (TUSP) Welcome Back BBQ. We were able to show 
incoming and current pharmacy students and faculty how much we have accomplished as a 
chapter. One of the chapter’s goals was to expose students to different fields of pharmacy and 
what their degree can do once they graduate. We invited pharmacists to speak at our monthly 
general body meetings. In September, we invited Dr. Loan Vu, hospital pharmacist at Temple 
Hospital, to speak on “Saving for Your Future,” where the discussion included how to handle our 
finances now as students and once we graduate. For the October meeting, Dr. Alexander 
Radovanovich, who is a current 
Fellow for Novartis, discussed 
how to prepare for fellowships 
and what it is like to work for the 
pharmaceutical industry. In 
November, we invited Dr. 
Susannah Price, hospital 
pharmacist at Shore Medical 
Center, to tell us about her 
residency experience. We also 
held an Industry Panel and invited 
fellows, Dr. Grace Patterson from 
Teva Pharmaceuticals and Dr. 
Anna Krupa from American 
Regent, to speak with us about 
their experiences in industry. 
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Throughout the semester, we held many local events such, as “Giving Back to Temple” where 
we presented education regarding colds versus the flu, lung health, and medication adherence. 
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NJPhA’s Annual Meeting and Convention was an absolutely amazing experience for the 

students of the Temple Chapter. We are truly grateful for the opportunities to meet pharmacists 
and to advocate for pharmacy. Participation in the Student Self Care Championship was a lot of 
fun and we were ecstatic to win first place. We are also very proud and want to congratulate our 
advisor, Dr. Loretta Brickman, on receiving the Andrew Preston Award for Political Action. 
Thank you NJPhA for the incredible Convention experience. We cannot wait for next year’s 
Convention.  
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  Mock Legislative Activity 
By Daniel Chang, Pharm.D. Candidate 2019 

 
 This past October, I attended the 147th NJPhA Annual Meeting and Convention in Atlantic City. 

During my time there, I networked with both student and practicing pharmacists, learned about the 
pharmacists’ role in the opioid epidemic, and was sworn in as the NJPhA Student Trustee for the next 
fiscal year. As a student, the most rewarding event was the mock legislative hearing on the second day of 
the convention. During the first portion of the session, we learned about how pharmacy laws get enacted 
and about the different parties that are involved in passing a single law. The second half was a more 
interactive portion, in which each half of the room was assigned a real bill from the NJ Senate. For each of 
the two bills, the groups were divided in half once more into a pro and con side.   

 I was assigned to support NJ S3008, which would allow pharmacy interns and externs to provide 

certain injectable medications under the direct supervision of licensed pharmacist. Before I got on stage to 
argue my side of the bill with specific facts and figures, I collaborated with my group to brainstorm talking 
points. My group was comprised of both student and practicing pharmacists. Listening to input from both 
parties was essential in formulating my argument. I presented our stance on the bill with guidance from 
Thomas Bender, president of the NJ Board of Pharmacy [see picture below]. He demonstrated the proper 
way to present a stance on a bill and address the congress people on the panel. Through his mentorship, I 
confidently presented my argument in front of the audience. All in all, I am looking forward to participating 
in another legislative hearing.  
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  Young and Enthusiastic: The Role of Mentorship 
By Tin Le, Pharm.D.. Candidate 2021 

 

 Pharmacy school is undoubtedly hard, as all student pharmacists can attest. 

With dense material and multiple exams and assessments on a weekly basis, the time 
that students have is limited. Despite our constant stress, students are blessed in a 
multitude of other ways. The paths in front of us are plentiful, the energy we have is at 
an all-time high, and most importantly, the people willing to help us are limitless. Our 
youthful energy, focused by a strong guiding force, is a powerful combination that can 
influence the world and create positive change. 

 Mentorship, in a variety of forms, has been crucial in my development as a 

student and as a professional during my time in pharmacy school. This year, I have met 
a plethora of people who have enthusiastically supported me in achieving my goals. I 
have had the opportunity to serve as a Co-chair for the APhA Policy Committee and 
work with older student pharmacists, such as Karishma Patel and Nimit Jindal, both of 
whom have been incredible role models. I have had the opportunity to write a research 
paper with Dean John Colaizzi, Sr. and Dr. Michael Toscani of the Ernest Mario School of 
Pharmacy. Finally, while I was presenting my research poster at the 2017 NJPhA Annual 
Convention and Meeting, I was fortunate enough to meet Carmela Silvestri, Maria 
Leibfried, and John Colaizzi Jr., all of whom offered valuable feedback and 
encouragement. 

  

continued on next page……. 
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…continued from previous page 

Although I met these distinguished individuals under different circumstances, our 

conversations have all provided me with insight into what it means to be an advocate 
and a student pharmacist. More importantly and often overlooked, each of these 
conversations have given me a dose of motivation simply to take the next step in 
advancing my career aspirations. Every conversation is accompanied by another step 
and as these conversations accumulate, we suddenly arrive at where we never would 
have thought that we would be. The people that we meet serve a greater purpose in our 
lives than we know at that moment. As such, I encourage all students to take risks, ask 
questions, and have discussions, because there are students and professionals in the 
world who are more than willing to guide us in the right direction. 

 

 

Pictured are RU Pharmacy Students at the Convention 
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Chapter Update 
By: Rim Elbeshbeshy, Pharm.D. Candidate 2020 

Regent-Elect of Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity 
President of LIU-NJPhA Student Chapter 

Honors College 
LIU Pharmacy (Arnold and Marie Schwartz College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences)  

 
 

 The LIU-NJPhA Student Chapter is one of the recognized Student Chapters of 

Long Island University. Its members are engaged and dynamic and membership serves 
as a great opportunity for student networking.  The LIU-NJPhA Student Chapter 
participated in the Club Fair activity held at the beginning of the school year in 
September 2017. The Chapter held a table for visitors to inform fellow students about 
opportunities and activities within the LIU-NJPhA Student Chapter. There was a great 
turn out! Our first meeting of the academic year included a presentation and 
discussion with fellow NJPhA members to discuss the pharmaceutical industry. The 
discussion surrounded the topics of industry fellowships and job opportunities.  
  

 Rim Elbeshbeshy serves as current president of LIU-NJPhA Student Chapter, 

along with executive board members, and faculty advisor, Dr. Timothy Nguyen. The 
Chapter continues to work tirelessly to come up with new and creative ideas to reach 
students throughout the school year. Several ideas that were discussed among 
members included inviting informative speakers, holding resume and CV workshops, 
promoting volunteering at fundraising events, and collaborating with APhA’s 
Generation Rx Committee, amongst others.  
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The Value of New Jersey Poison Information & Education System 
(NJPIES) 
Ka Ha Hwang 

Pharm.D. Candidate, Class of 2018 
 

The New Jersey Poison Control Center (PCC), a division of the Department of Emergency 
Medicine, New Jersey Medical School, is the only poison control center in the state. It is a part 
of the American Association of Poison Control Centers, a national voluntary health organization 
that represents all poison centers in the United States. Their mission is to educate the public 
on poison prevention and provide treatment information via telephone consultations. The PCC 
offers free medical advice to the public and other healthcare professionals as well. They are 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. All calls are confidential and translation services 
are provided if needed. The PCC has significantly reduced healthcare costs by decreasing 
unnecessary trips to the emergency department. This allows the staff to handle true medical 
emergencies in their department.  
 

My 5-week Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experience (APPE) at the PCC was very rewarding 
and educational. The day typically started with morning rounds, where we discussed cases 
called into the PCC in the past 24 hours. A majority of the calls pertained to different types of 
poisonings. These included accidental, food, drug, and/or hazardous chemical gases. After 
rounds, students were assigned 2 to 3 cases to follow up on in order to track the patient’s 
progress throughout the day. Other times, medical toxicologists provided lectures on gastric 
decontamination, toxic mushrooms and venoms, and alcohol, aspirin, and acetaminophen toxicity. 
On the first Thursday of each month, students were also required to attend a consultant’s 
conference, held at the New York Poison Control Center. Toxicologist fellows present unique 
cases that occurred in the previous month, followed by an open discussion with other medical 
toxicologists. I have gained enormous respect for all the employees at the PCC for the vital 
roles they play in our healthcare system. 

For more information, please visit: 
NJPIES official website: http://www.njpies.org 

Hotline: 1-800-222-1222 
Available 24 hours, 7 days a week 

http://www.njpies.org/
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FDU Represents at NJPhA Convention 
M. Leibfried, Pharm.D., Clinical Assistant Professor 

 

 One of the student posters at the NJPhA Annual Meeting and Convention in Atlantic City in 

October 2017 was presented by Victor Sankari, FDU Pharm.D. Candidate 2018. Entitled “Evaluation 

of discontinuation of novel anticoagulants prior to non-elective orthopedic surgeries at a non-teaching, 

community hospital,” this interprofessional poster was a collaboration between pharmacy, nursing, and 

the staff of the orthopedic unit at The Valley Hospital, Ridgewood, NJ. The purpose was to determine 

if novel anticoagulants were being discontinued as recommended by the manufacturers prior to 

surgery. Findings indicated that, at this institution, discontinuation practices were appropriate. Pictured 

are Victor and one of his project mentors, Maria Leibfried, Clinical Assistant Professor at FDU. Not 

pictured is Derrick Lieb, Nurse Manager of the Orthopedic Unit at The Valley Hospital.  

 

 
 

Continued on next page  
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….. continued from previous page 

 

 FDU students and alumni worked with Clinical Assistant Professor, Dr. Antonia Carbone, 

to evaluate if diabetic patients in a family medicine center were appropriately utilizing statins as 

recommended by current guidelines. Findings indicated that there was an opportunity for pharmacists 

to evaluate patients for appropriateness and recommend and monitor statin therapy in this patient 

population. Pictured with their poster are alumni Drs. Erika Behnke and Yakov Suleymanov.  

 

 
 

continued on next page ….. 
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  ….. continued from previous page 

 

 Please enjoy a photo of our student competition at the NJ Pharmacists Association OTC 

Competition in Atlantic City, NJ. Our students did great! After winning the Preliminary FDU Round, 
they were in 2nd place in Atlantic City before the final jeopardy round! Other teams represented 
Temple, USP, and Rutgers. 
 

 Thanks to Dr. Margaret Slugocki of FDU who coordinated the competition, and Drs. 

Christine Lam and Maria Leibfried, also of FDU, who served as judges. Additional judges were Dr. 
Michael Mancano (Temple faculty), Dr. Grace Earl (USP faculty), and Dr. Aakash Gandhi (CVS 
Pharmacist and USP Alum). 
 

 Pictured are [back row] Dr. Slugocki, Dr. Leibfried, Dr. Lam, [front row] Christina Persiano, 

Mirna Hanna, Majd Abedabbo, and Andro Youssef. 
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NJPhA Student Practitioner Committee 

Faculty Members 

 
 

University of the Sciences 
Grace Earl 

 
 

Temple 
Harold Bobrow 

Loretta Brickman 
 
 

Rutgers 
Donna Feudo 

 
 

LIU 
Timothy Nguyen 

 
 

FDU 
Sibyl Cherian 

Maria Leibfried 
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